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ANTI-TERROR

POLICE STOP & SEARCH

DOCUMENTATION

Where Section 44 (of The Terrorism Act 2000) has been authorised, police can conduct anti-terror "stop and searches" on any pedestrian or vehicle without suspicion or reasonable belief that any individual possesses items for terrorism.

The periods and areas of Section 44 authorisation are not normally disclosed to the public.

Refusing an anti-terror "stop and search" can result in a jail term of up to 6 months and/or a fine of up to £5000.

About anti-terror searches
An authorisation to use "Section 44" anti-terror stop and search powers on drivers/passengers or pedestrians can be given within a Police Authority region only…

1) By a high ranking Police Officer (Assistant Chief Constable or Commander) if she/he "considers it expedient for the prevention of acts of terrorism" and issues a authorisation in writing or orally (confirmed in writing as soon as practical).

2) For a maximum duration of 48 hours unless the authorisation is confirmed by the Secretary of State.  If confirmed by the Secretary of State, the maximum period of an authorisation is 28 days.  If further time is required, a new "section 44" authorisation must be issued by a high ranking Police Officer.

DSEi Arms Fair Protests, London (8-12, September 2003)

Police used anti-terror powers to stop and search many people linked with anti-arms fair protests.  Many searches occurred at the protests near the DSEi arms-fair site (the Excel Centre, Docklands).  Some protesters were targeted for anti-terror searches elsewhere - at least one protester was searched as he walked to a tube station nearly two miles from DSEi.

On October 8th, the civil rights group Liberty received reports of the anti-terror searches of protesters.  The next day, Liberty launched a high court legal challenge (a judicial review).  The courts viewed the case as extraordinarily important, and the case was heard just 23 days later in the Royal Courts of Justice.

· The Metropolitan Police haven't disclosed the total number of anti-terror searches at DSEi, but Liberty has proof of at least 25 anti-terror searches of protestors there.

· Police initially denied that protesters were being searched under anti-terror powers, but press on the ground soon had proof that these powers were in use.  One member of the press was even searched as she tried to film the protests.

· The Metropolitan Police have had a continuous rolling authorisation of Anti-terror stop and search powers through the entire Metropolitan Police region since February 2001. Every 28 days for 2 ½ years, a Metropolitan Police Commander (or rank above) gave a new authorisation, requesting the maximum extension of this period.  Each new authorisation was confirmed by David Blunkett.  That's 15 times!  The anti-terror search powers operated as if they were law rather than as emergency 28 day authorisations.

· In the past three years, at least 653 section 44 authorisations received confirmation from the Secretary of State.  An authorisation within the City of London Police region during March 2003 is indicated by a receipt submitted to Liberty by someone searched while photographing St. Paul's Cathedral.  In Gloucestershire, authorisations were clearly in effect before and during the invasion of Iraq (see next section).

"RAF" Fairford, Gloucestershire (February-April, 2003)
The US flew hundreds of bombing missions from RAF Fairford during the invasion of Iraq.  Before/during the invasion of Iraq, peace protests increased around the air base.  In less than two months (two section 44 authorisation periods), police conducted 2,132 anti-terror searches in the vicinity of RAF Fairford.".  Protesters were subjected to multiple anti-terror searches each day (one woman was searched 11 times on one day).  Police even searched an 11 year old girl riding a bike!  In spite of extensive anti-terror searches, no weapons or terrorists were found.
To police the peace protests at Fairford the Gloucestershire Constabulary spent an estimated £6.9m, and police officers were seconded from at least 25 other forces.  The Home Office is not required to cover a certain portion of the cost.  This has left the Constabulary with a massive a bill of £375,000 (equivalent to 17 annual salaries of Community Support Officers in Gloucestershire).

If anti-terror laws are a problem, why don't we hear about it more?

The anti-terror laws impact negatively upon the lives of ordinary UK citizens, but innocent people may be frightened of being branded "terrorists" if they speak out to their community or press.  The current anti-terror laws allow police to arrest/detain people without charge or access to a lawyer for up to 48 hours.  (For more on this, see www.carf.demon.co.uk)

What can I do to help?

1. Raise the issue with your MP (particularly if you live in the Metropolitan Police region)

2. Fill in the Liberty Anti-terror Search Report Form if you are searched.

3. Write letters to your local, regional, and national press to express your views.

4. Write to Lord Carlile, the independent reviewer of the UK anti-terror legislation.  He said that the anti-terror search powers "were used extensively in 2001" and "no difficulties have been drawn to my attention in relation to the exercise of these powers."

Related information is available at the following websites:

www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk            www.fairfordcoachaction.org.uk/44/
